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4 Yovomber 1866

The HRomorable Bobert E. McRamara
The bmtm of Pefecse
VWashington, D. C.

Desar Bob:
1 mma hnra!i.th ﬁ,n m&es a:!' m mmdum,

The principsl cokclusiona of ocur study are:

i. Twe far greater emphasis on armed recon-
naissance strikes in 1966, a3 opposed to initial
attacks on fixed targets, has sonewhat lowered
:hxﬁt effectiveness of the air campaign compared

o .

2. The Nortk Vietnamese have learned to cope
sucosnsfully with the m caused by air atrikes,
aided very saterially by isports of military and
ocononic goods from the USSR and Communist China.

3. While Relling Thumnder has caumsed no
perceptibls woakening in the will of Hanoi to
continue the war, the program represents a form
of levorage agsismst the regime and perhaps =
cause of worry because o0f the threat of further
escalation.

This semorsadun will be followed by & more compre-
housive study iz about 30 days, in wiich 3 much fuller
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% will be given to certain key matim such
cpuntry attitudes. As you reguestsd, we
mx update our analysis at three-month intervals,

¥e have made 5o other extermal distribution of
this memorandum, Sut copies are available for the
President ané other ssnior officlials as soon &8 you
want then relessed. It would be apprecinted if you

25X wonld inform | |who in turn will be in
tonch with appropriate officers in the Agency for
this purpose.
Sincerely,

/ / P’,"‘T’l"l“d Helms

Richard Helus
Pirector
Attachments: a/s
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